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APRIL IS GENOCIDE AWARENESS MONTH
 

Bring the voices and stories of holocaust survivors into the 

classroom with the Story Preservation Initiative Learning Lab.   

 
 

TOPICS:

The Plot to Assassinate Hitler
Hidden Children of the Holocaust

The Russian Army

The Vilna Ghetto

Kindertransport

Kristallnacht

Righteous Christians

Israel after the War

Art as a Pathway to Learning
Culture in the Ghetto
Bullying and Ostracism
Exploring Dimensions of Forgiveness

HERE ARE JUST A FEW: 

Kathy Preston tells the unforgettable story of her life as a young girl in Nazi occupied Transylvania, a

stunningly beautiful region previously part of Hungary and now Romania. This is a story to sit with

and listen. It will never leave you.

Kathy’s father was Jewish and her mother was Catholic. At five years old, Kathy escaped the Nazi

roundup of Jews in Hungary when a neighbor hid her under the hay in the attic of her barn. Her father

was forced into a ghetto and was arrested by the Hungarian police when he snuck out to try to see his

daughter. He would perish in Auschwitz along with 27 other members of his family. Kathy and her

mother survived.  Click to hear an excerpt from her Story Preservation recording.  
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This picture of Kathy was found in her father’s shoe after his death.
Courtesy of Kathy Preston. Used with permission.

  

 

 
Samuel Bak was born

on August 12, 1933 in

Vilna, Poland. 

A few years later the

area was incorporated

into the independent

republic of Lithuania.

He was eight when the Germans invaded in 1941 and

established a ghetto for the Jewish population.   

Bak began painting while still a child, and had his first

exhibition (in the Vilna ghetto) in 1942 at the age of nine. 

His life experience has influenced his choice of images and

themes. The particulars of Vilna and the Holocaust, of

surviving and being a wandering Jew, are part of his

individual biography but all are also aspects of our shared

human condition.  Click to listen to an excerpt from his

Story Preservation recording.

Stephan Lewy was born in Berlin in 1925. His father was Jewish, his mother protestant. When

Stephan’s mother died in 1931, Arthur Lewy, Stephan’s father, was left to raise the boy alone. He was

unable. So Stephan was placed in the Baruch Auerbach orphanage. 

Stephan’s father remarried in 1938. That same year, shortly after Kristallnacht, the family made plans

to leave Germany for the States; however, due to a health issue with Arthur, their request was denied.

Fearing for his son’s life, Arthur agreed that Stephan should instead leave Germany on a

kindertransport. It was then that Stephan and his parents lost contact. An excerpt from Stephan’s

audio recording follows.

“What they did, the Germans, they took the kids. We were about roughly fifty girls and fifty boys.

They put us into the synagogue, and they couldn’t torch it, because we had Gentile people living

on either side. So, above the arc, there is an eternal light burning in every synagogue, 24 hours a

day, 7 days a week. Ours was a gas‑fired light. It could be electric; it could be a large candle that

burns for seven days, and so on. But ours was a gas‑fired light. What they did, they cut the gas

line to this eternal light and let the gas escape. We were all sitting in these seats—one hundred

kids. They walked out, locked the doors on us, and walked away, hoping that we would suffocate

in the process. So, fortunately, one of the boys, who probably was about fourteen years old, had

enough sense to take a chair and break some windows, figuring he would be punished for

breaking the window, but that’s what saved our lives that night. There were 279 synagogues

that were either burned or demolished that night.”

The children of the Baruch Auerbach orphanage; Stephan Lewy, third row, far left.
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Courtesy of Stephan Lewy

THE STORY PRESERVATION
INITIATIVE LEARNING LAB – 
BRINGING STORIES IN
AUTHENTIC VOICE INTO THE
CLASSROOM 

Developed for K‑12 teachers, Story
Preservation Initiative’s Learning Lab
combines our primary source audio with project‑based
lesson plans for rich, multi‑disciplinary learning. 

Info graphics, photographs, transcriptions, book
recommendations, and related links of interest round
out each Learning Lab page, further piquing students'
curiosity and encouraging student‑led inquiry. 

The Learning Lab was developed using a ‘whole‑school
model’ so that all teachers and students in every
participating school have access. 

Our online forum allows for sharing of resources,
outcomes, and experiences, creating both an intra‑school and inter‑school Community of Practice. 

The site is available on a modestly priced subscription basis: $600 annually per school or $175 for a
3‑month whole school subscription.  Funds generated are used to continue to grow the site – with
more stories, lesson plans, and related resources added on a regular basis. 

To find out more, click here: www.storypreservation.org  

To subscribe to the Learning Lab or to register for a 10‑day free trial, 
click Login / Register on homepage. 

Don't forget about SPI's first annual student poetry contest. Need details? Click here. 

JOIN US! 

SPI will be presenting at the National Education Association ‑
New Hampshire Spring Workshop Saturday, April 2, Concord
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High School, Concord, NH 

AND JOIN US! 

We’ll also be presenting at the New Hampshire Association 
of School Principals’ Annual Conference, Wednesday, June 29,

Mount Washington Hotel, Bretton Woods, NH 

 
For those who wish to contribute to Story Preservation, our thanks!  As a 501c3 public charity, we are

reliant on the generosity of donors. All contributions are tax deductible as allowed by law.

 
 
 

Copyright © 2016 Story Preservation Initiative, All rights reserved. 

Our Address: 
353 Beech Hill Road 

PO Box 280 
Andover, NH 03216 

603.738.7477 

Story Preservation Initiative is a 501 (c) (3) public charity. 
All donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. 

unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences

Facebook Twitter Website

Subscribe Share Past Issues RSSTranslate


