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THE STORY PRESERVATION INITIATIVE LEARNING LAB –
BRINGING STORIES IN AUTHENTIC VOICE INTO THE CLASSROOM

 
Developed for K-12 teachers, Story Preservation Initiative’s Learning Lab combines
our primary source audio with project-based lesson plans for rich, multi-
disciplinary learning.

Info graphics, photographs, transcriptions, book recommendations, and related
links of interest round out each Learning Lab page, further piquing student’s
curiosity and encouraging student-led inquiry.

The Learning Lab was developed using a ‘whole-school model’ so that all teachers
and students in every participating school have access.

Our online forum allows for sharing of resources, outcomes, and experiences,
creating both an intra-school and inter-school Community of Practice.

The site is available on a modestly priced subscription basis: $600 annually per school or $175 for a 3-month whole school
subscription.  Funds generated are used to continue to grow the site – with more stories, lesson plans, and related resources
added on a regular basis.

To find out more, click here: www.storypreservation.org  

To subscribe to the Learning Lab or to register for a 10-day free trial, click Login / Register on homepage.

 

 
 

APRIL IS NATIONAL POETRY MONTH - GET INSPIRED!
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ANNOUNCING SPI’S FIRST ANNUAL STUDENT POETRY CONTEST!

The SPI Learning Lab contains the voices and stories of nationally and internationally renowned poets.  We combine their
stories with suggestions for projects that engage students in the art and craft of poetry writing.  OUR NATIONAL POETRY
MONTH CONTEST is open to K-12 students from schools subscribing to the Story Preservation Initiative Learning Lab.   

Prizes will be awarded in each of the following four grade categories:  Grades 1 - 3  /  4 – 6  / 7 – 9 / and 10 – 12.

Students can write on any subject and in any form they choose.  Looking for ideas? Here are some PROMPTS.
 
Middle / High:

Referencing Stephen Kuusisto’s narrative found in the Learning Lab - ARTS/ POETS with focus on Track 06 “Creating
Images that Can’t be Seen,” write a poem that depicts the invisible.
 
Referencing Chard deNiord’s narrative with focus on Track 05 “The Cold Eye,” write a poem with adjectives and then a
second poem with the adjectives removed.
 
Referencing Wesley McNair’s narrative with focus on Track 02 “First Poem” and Track 05 “Young Adulthood,” write a
poem about a personal life experience as viewed from a distance.

Elementary:

Referencing Bruce McEver’s narrative with focus on Track 02 “Poet in a Business Suit,” write a poem that is inspired by a
work of art.
 
Write a brief letter or email to a special relative or beloved pet and turn that letter into a poem with the help of
READWRITETHINK Line Break Explorer.

Prizes:

Grand Prize Winner’s poems will be published on the Learning Lab site. Grand prize winners will also receive a custom designed
framed print of a line from their winning poem. Grand Prize, as well as second and third place winners from each age group
will receive a personal note of congratulations from Story Preservation Initiative National Poetry Month Contest judge, Wesley
McNair.  (Maximum of four Grand Prize Winners, four Second Prize and four Third Prize Winners, representing one from each
grade group).

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/lb_explorer/
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JUDGED BY MAINE POET LAUREATE AND 2015 PEN NEW ENGLAND AWARD WINNER, WESLEY MCNAIR

Wesley McNair is the Poet Laureate of Maine. Poet Philip Levine has called him “one of the
great storytellers of contemporary poetry.” He has won grants from the Fulbright and
Guggenheim foundations, two Rockefeller Fellowships, two NEA grants in creative writing,
and an Emmy Award.  He has twice been invited to read his poetry by the Library of
Congress.  He was recently selected for a United States Artists Fellowship as one of
America’s “finest living artists,” and in April of 2015, he was named as the recipient of the
PEN New England Award for Poetry for his latest collection, The Lost Child: Ozark Poems.

CLICK HERE FOR STORY PRESERVATION INITIATIVE
NATIONAL POETRY MONTH CONTEST OFFICIAL RULES

JOIN US!
 

SPI will be presenting at the National Education Association - New
Hampshire Spring Workshop Saturday, April 2, Concord High
School, Concord, NH

                               
 
For those who wish to contribute to Story Preservation, our thanks!  As a 501c3 public charity, we are reliant on the generosity
of donors. All contributions are tax deductible as allowed by law.
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