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APRIL 22 IS EARTH DAY — GET INSPIRED!
 

Bring the voices and stories of some of the world’s greatest environmentalists and naturalists
into the classroom with the Story Preservation Initiative Learning Lab.  

 

THOSE IN OUR COLLECTION:

Bernd Heinrich: Naturalist, Writer
David Carroll: Naturalist, Artist, Writer
Don Kroodsma: Birdsong Expert, Writer
George Schaller: Wildlife Preservationist
Gustave Speth: Environmentalist
James Perry Wilson: Natural History Dioramas
James Prosek: Naturalist, Artist, Writer
Mary Evelyn Tucker: Religion and Ecology
Sy Montgomery: Exploring the Natural World
Terry Tempest Williams: Environmentalist, Writer
Tom Wessels: Forest Ecologist, Writer

 

As a student at the University of Alaska, George Schaller helped to create the Arctic National Wildlife
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Refuge.  He went on to study mountain gorilla in the eastern Congo, paving the way for Dian Fossey. 
He has authored pioneering studies of  - among others - tigers, snow leopards, giant panda, and
jaguar.  His work has won him a tremendous number of awards including the National Geographic
Society Lifetime Achievement Award.   The following is excerpted from George’s Story Preservation
audio recording.

“… So, those kinds of species have been termed “umbrella” species, because if you protect the
gorilla, you automatically protect all the other plants and animals in the gorilla’s area.  And
that’s thousands and thousands.  The problem really is that species are disappearing through

habitat destruction, poaching, invasion of other
species, and so forth, at a tremendous rate.  Nobody
really knows how many, because we don’t even know
how many species there are on Earth.  One thing is
obvious, we know very little about ecology.  Sure, I can
go study gorilla.  I can study their food plants.  But I
didn’t study the termites in the soil, or the soil worms
that are very important in the functioning of the
habitat of the forest.  Everything is dependent on
every other thing.  So, what do you do?  You fight to
protect an area and you do it by protecting a
prominent species.”

Schaller takes notes while observing lions in the Serengeti.
Image courtesy of George Schaller.

 
From naturalist, preservationist, MacArthur Fellow, Burroughs Medal Winner, and National Book Award
Finalist, David Carroll’s recording-on seeing his first turtle:
 
“… And I looked, and this turtle emerged into a clear place in the water. I didn’t know what kind
of turtle it was at the time.  But here was this incredibly beautiful, black-shelled turtle, with
these bright yellows spots on it and these bright orange marking along the side of her head. 
That turtle just centered everything for me.  At that
moment, literally, that moment of seeing that turtle
in that situation, galvanized everything. … And so I
went into the water, shoes and all, picked up the
turtle and held it in my hands.  That experience of
looking at that living thing and holding it in my
hands opened up a world to me that I could not
have imagined existed, really.  I’m sure as an eight-
year-old, what it represented was an entrance into
a world that I was never going to leave.  So it was
like a crossing, a transition.  It is very, very hard to
understand how all of that could have happened,
but it really did on that one evening.”

 
Image courtesy of David Carroll.

 
 

Birdsong expert and Burroughs Medal winner, Don Kroodsma has made recordings of birdsong
available to Story Preservation’s Learning Lab to use in conjunction with his oral history.
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Click to listen to the song of the winter wren.  The first is at
regular speed. The second is at 1/6 normal speed. When
the song is slowed down, you can very clearly hear the
wren’s two voice boxes at work.

Image Winter Wren © John Van de Graaff.
Used with permission.

THE STORY PRESERVATION INITIATIVE LEARNING LAB –
BRINGING STORIES IN AUTHENTIC VOICE INTO THE CLASSROOM
 

Developed for K-12 teachers, Story Preservation
Initiative’s Learning Lab combines our primary source
audio with project-based lesson plans for rich, multi-
disciplinary learning.

Info graphics, photographs, transcriptions, book
recommendations, and related links of interest round out
each Learning Lab page, further piquing student’s
curiosity and encouraging student-led inquiry.

The Learning Lab was developed using a ‘whole-school
model’ so that all teachers and students in every

participating school have access.

Our online forum allows for sharing of resources, outcomes, and experiences, creating both an intra-
school and inter-school Community of Practice.

The site is available on a modestly priced subscription basis: $600 annually per school or $175 for a
3-month whole school subscription.  Funds generated are used to continue to grow the site – with
more stories, lesson plans, and related resources added on a regular basis.

To find out more, click here: www.storypreservation.org  

To subscribe to the Learning Lab or to register for a 10-day free trial,
click Login / Register on homepage.
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Don't forget about SPI's first annual student poetry contest. Need details? Click here.

JOIN US!
 

SPI will be presenting at the National Education Association -
New Hampshire Spring Workshop Saturday, April 2, Concord
High School, Concord, NH

AND JOIN US!

We’ll also be presenting at the New Hampshire Association
of School Principals’ Annual Conference, Wednesday, June 29,
Mount Washington Hotel, Bretton Woods, NH

 
For those who wish to contribute to Story Preservation, our thanks!  As a 501c3 public charity, we are
reliant on the generosity of donors. All contributions are tax deductible as allowed by law.

 

Copyright © 2016 Story Preservation Initiative, All rights reserved.

Our Address:
353 Beech Hill Road

PO Box 280
Andover, NH 03216

603.738.7477

https://storypreservation.wordpress.com/2016/03/01/april-is-national-poetry-month-get-inspired/
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Story Preservation Initiative is a 501 (c) (3) public charity.
All donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
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